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Taiwan added 3 new local cases in August; the WHO declared the Mpox epidemic
to continue to be a PHEIC and urged eligible people to complete 2 doses of the

vaccine ASAP.

Ministry of Health and Welfare WWW.mohw.gov.tw 2025-08-28 Source: Department of
Disease Control

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) announced today (August 28) that the international Mpox epidemic
continues to spread. The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the pox epidemic a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern (PHEIC) for another year on August 20, recommending that all countries continue to implement
surveillance and reporting, strengthen relevant prevention and control scientific research, enhance community
cooperation, and invest in epidemic prevention resources. The pox epidemic peaked during the summer vacation in
China, but three new local cases of pox were confirmed in August. These cases are men in their 20s to 40s (one in
northern Taiwan and two in central Taiwan). Due to symptoms such as rashes, blisters, and pustules, they were evaluated
by a physician and tested. Epidemiological investigations revealed that these cases were sporadic. Individuals at risk
are urged to complete two doses of the pox vaccine as soon as possible.

The CDC noted that Taiwan has designated smallpox as a Category II notifiable infectious disease since June 23,
2022. As of August 27, 2020, a total of 483 cases have been confirmed (451 domestic and 32 imported). Of these, 27
domestic and 4 imported cases have been reported this year (2 in China, 1 each in Hong Kong and Thailand). The risk
of community transmission remains high. The global smallpox epidemic continues, with over 34,000 cases and 138
deaths reported since the beginning of the year as of July 31, 2020, primarily in Africa and the Americas. Sporadic
outbreaks continue to be reported in Asia, including China, New Zealand, Singapore, Australia, and Hong Kong. China
reported 135 cases in July.

The CDC stated that vaccination is the most effective way to prevent smallpox infection. However, 14 days after the
first dose of the smallpox vaccine, protection against the disease is only approximately 40% to 80%. Completing two
doses of the vaccine provides up to 90% protection. According to CDC statistics, as of August 24, 101,515 people had
received one dose of the smallpox vaccine, of which 70,189 had completed two doses. This means that 31,326 people
(31%) still need to receive the second dose. During the peak summer vacation and travel season, the country is still
experiencing a peak in the smallpox epidemic. We urge everyone who meets the vaccination requirements to get fully
vaccinated as soon as possible. This includes those who have engaged in risky sexual behaviors in the past year (e.g.,
multiple sexual partners, prostitution, or sex at businesses); have a history of STDs; or have sexual contact with anyone
who has any of the above conditions. Currently, 278 partnering medical institutions nationwide offer publicly funded
smallpox vaccination services. For more information, please visit the CDC's Global Information Network under
"Smallpox  Zone"/"Smallpox Vaccine"/"Smallpox  Vaccination Service Partner Medical Institutions"
(https://gov.tw/3SG). For those who are not eligible for publicly funded smallpox vaccination but are assessed by a
physician to be at risk of exposure, they can receive the smallpox vaccination at their own expense at one of eight
contracted tourism medicine hospitals nationwide. For more information, please visit the CDC Global Information
Network under "International Travel and Health"/"Travel Medicine Clinics."

The CDC urges the public to implement self-protection measures when traveling to epidemic areas or domestic risky
places, and avoid risky places such as social activities where they may have close contact with unspecified people. At
the same time, the public must pay attention to your own or others' symptoms and be sure to protect yourself
appropriately to reduce the risk of exposure. If suspected symptoms such as skin lesions occur, such as rash, blisters,
macules, maculopapular rashes, pustules, etc., as well as fever, chills/shivering, headache, muscle pain, swollen lymph
nodes (such as around the ears, armpits, neck or groin, etc.), seek medical treatment as soon as possible, wearing mask,
and actively inform your doctor of your travel history, exposure history to high-risk areas, and contact history. For
related information, please visit the CDC Global Information Network https://www.cdc.gov.tw) or call the domestic
toll-free epidemic prevention hotline 1922 (or 0800-001922)..
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